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The standard rollbar, often fitted as standard equipment by Caterham Cars, is not 
accepted by the MSA for sprints, hillclimbs or circuit racing as, for example, neither 
the tube diameters nor tube material meet MSA regulations. 

 
The Lotus Seven Club of GB has taken the view that, since the standard rollbar is 
not considered acceptable by the MSA for competitive motorsport then, 
notwithstanding the non-competitive nature of track day events, it cannot be 
considered as acceptable for use on Club track days. 

 
Responsibility for ensuring that the rollbar fitted to a car complies with the Club’s 
track day requirements rests with the driver.  If you find it necessary to replace (or 
fit, in the case of very early Sevens) your existing rollbar with one that is suited for 
use on Club track days then, in practice, you would be well advised to purchase a 
Caterham Cars “FIA” or “Track Day” rollbar.  These can usually be identified by 
diagonal bracing elements (the standard Caterham Cars rollbar has no diagonal 
bracing) and, in most cases by being taller when fitted to the car than the standard-
fit item. 
 
Alternatively, in place of a rollbar it is possible to fit a full cage which has been load 
tested to ensure compliance with MSA requirements.  
 
If these courses of action are not possible for your model or year of car and you 
wish to manufacture or specify a compliant rollbar yourself then you should be 
guided by the instructions outlined in the MSA blue book. The details are too lengthy 
to appear in full here but two of the main points covered are (i) tube diameters (for 
main hoop currently 45mm x 2.5mm thickness or 50mm x 2mm thickness or 38mm x 
2.5mm thickness or 40mm x 2.00mm thickness for bars tested and approved by 
MSA prior to 1/1/95) and (ii) material type (Cold Drawn Steel).  It is recommended 
that you should contact a specialist manufacturer for advice such as Safety Devices 
International, who work closely with Caterham Cars, understand the Seven, are very 
cooperative and who will manufacture special solutions to suit.  
 
Please note that the Club does not insist that a forward facing Petty Strut is fitted 
and used in conjunction with a track day rollbar to ensure compliance with the 
Club’s track day requirements although, if you have one, you are strongly advised 
to fit it. 
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